
 1

Welcome to the Mary Rowlandson Elementary School Kindergarten. This document is a 
supplement to the Mary Rowlandson School Handbook. Our goal is to answer all questions 
regarding your child's entry into kindergarten.  

The teachers in our program are highly qualified and certified in early childhood education, 
according to the Massachusetts State Standards. Our staff is continually attending workshops 
and taking courses to provide your child with the best developmentally appropriate practices.  

The Nashoba Regional School District has identified the following Mission Statement that 
relates to our Core Values and Core Beliefs.  

Nashoba Regional School District Mission Statement  

Goal 1  

To foster and sustain educational services that support, enrich and extend our curriculum 
for all students.  

Goal 2  

To identify a set of indicators that demonstrates the unity and parity in the quality of our 
schools across the District.  

Goal 3  
To provide the necessary space, materials and technology needed for a quality 
education.  
 
Goal 4 

To develop a communication plan for all students, families, faculty, staff, administrators 
and community members.
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Core Values 
We value excellence through...  

• A comprehensive and challenging education.  
• High expectations personalized for each student.  
• Caring, engaging and respectful schools. 
• Safe and healthy environments.  
• A commitment to professional development.  
• Community involvement and support.  

Core Beliefs 

We believe education is a shared responsibility among students, schools, families and the 
community.  

About students, we believe:  
• All students can learn. 
• All students have abilities and talents.  
• All students need to have their voices heard.  

About educators, we believe:  
• Our faculty, staff and administrators are highly motivated, highly qualified and deeply 

committed. 
• Our educators need time for collaboration, planning and professional development.  
• Our educators are an integral part of the leadership of our schools.  

About families, we believe:  
• Families play an active role in their child's education. 
• Family input is valuable and necessary.  
• Families are a resource for reinforcing and enriching learning.  

About our communities, we believe:  
• Our communities expect value and support excellence in education.  
• Our community input is valuable and necessary. 
• Our communities are resources for extending and enriching learning.
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The Kindergarten Program at Mary Rowlandson Elementary School is accredited and meets the 
strict requirements of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
that ensures a quality education for young children.  

In keeping with NAEYC expectations, our philosophy of education recognizes that working with 
young children requires an approach unique to their age.  

We believe children learn best when basic needs are met.  

Young children require:  
• Hands-on experiences.  
• Frequent opportunities to play.  
• Various fine and gross motor experiences.  
• A stimulating environment which encourages skill development and respects individual 

differences.  

• A socio-emotional environment that provides a sense of security, which promotes the 

development of a positive self-image.  

We demonstrate respect for the rights and feelings of others in our multicultural community.  

We provide transitions between educational experiences and grade levels.  

We believe that a good relationship between teachers and parents is essential to provide the 
best kindergarten experience.  

We communicate with parents through notes, email, telephone conversations and conferences 
throughout the year.  

We appreciate receiving pertinent information from home that relates to a I child's emotional and 
physical wellbeing.  
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Rules and Expectations 
The Mary Rowlandson Elementary School rules are detailed in our school handbook. A copy of 
these rules will be sent home during the first week of school for you to discuss with your child. In 
an effort to foster a sense of ownership and responsibility, kindergarten classroom rules are 
created with the children during the first few weeks of school. Throughout the year, time is spent 
teaching, practicing, and revisiting the art of conflict resolution. The children are encouraged to 
use their words" to solve problems that arise, rather than resorting to aggressive behaviors. 
Teachers continually discuss appropriate behaviors and expectations with students in a calm, 
respectful manner. In the Nashoba Regional School District, corporal punishment is NEVER an 
option.  

Drop-off and Pick-up Procedures 

As noted in the MRE Handbook, students may be dropped off in the front of the building 
between 8:20 a.m. and 8:35 a.m. Children who arrive after 8:35 a.m. must be accompanied by a 
parent/guardian to the main office. Pick-up time is 3:05 p.m. There are two options for pick-up 
beginning at 3:05 p.m. Parents choosing to go through the parent pick-up line should enter the 
school parking lot from Route 70, bear right and continue to the drive-way that goes around the 
back of the building. Students are dismissed from a side door and escorted to individual cars by 
staff members. Parents who choose to pick up their children from the main office must enter the 
school parking lot from Route 70, bear left and continue to the drive-way that goes to the left of 
the MRE main entrance. After parking in the lot, parents must proceed to the office to sign their 
child out and wait for the child to be escorted by MRE staff to the office. Most children ride the 
school bus to and from school. Children are only allowed to make changes to their regular bus 
route due to daycare changes. These changes should be stipulated in a note given to the 
teacher. In an emergency, parents may call the office to request a bus change for their child. 
The bus assignments and rules are detailed in the MRE Handbook. 
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Emergencies 

Parents/guardians are required to provide up-to-date information regarding emergency phone 
numbers, parent's/guardian's work numbers and any other information which may be necessary 
if the school needs to reach a parent/guardian in the case of emergency. This information will be 
utilized to notify kindergarten parents if there is an emergency and the children are being 
dismissed early, or if the building must be evacuated. Evacuation policies, which are revisited by 
staff annually, are practiced with students throughout the school year.  

Parent Participation 

Parents are always welcome at Mary Rowlandson Elementary School. Consult the school 
handbook for information about the Lancaster Parent/Guardian- Teacher Organization (PTO) 
and Lancaster Schools Donation Committee (LSDC). Parents may choose to make an 
appointment for classroom visitation. At orientation, information is distributed regarding 
classroom volunteers. Parents are invited to participate by: helping to plan events, being 
involved in decisions about the program and taking on leadership roles as a volunteer. In 
collaboration with the classroom teacher, parents may choose to plan their own activity, or 
assist in an activity that has been planned by the teacher. All classroom volunteers are required 
to complete a CORI form and provide a photocopy of their driver's license (or other picture 
identification) to ensure the safety of all children. Prior to inviting volunteers into the classroom, 
a volunteer orientation is offered by each classroom teacher to familiarize volunteers with school 
and classroom procedures, explain expectations, and answer questions.
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Community Connections 

Mary Rowlandson Elementary School sends home a monthly Dates To Remember newsletter 
highlighting important school and community events. Additionally, the Early Childhood 
Coordinator periodically provides Reading Connection, a newsletter with tips for busy parents on 
practical ways to promote their child's reading, writing, and language skills. The Baystateparent, 
a monthly magazine, is also available for parents, and community notices pertaining to extra- 
curricular activities are sent home. Teachers regularly write newsletters to inform parents of 
classroom activities and events. A class phone book is created to assist parents in making 
connections with other families in the class.  

Assessment 
 
Students in the elementary school are continually observed and evaluated. The Nashoba 
Regional School District utilizes a trimester I grading system, sending written reports home three 
times a year for grades Kindergarten through Eight. This information is kept confidential and will 
only be shared with parents/guardians. The skills listed on the progress report are end of the 
year expectations, as outlined in the Nashoba Regional School District Curriculum Guides, 
which are based on the Massachusetts State Frameworks. The Kindergarten Progress Report 
provides information on the whole child (socio-emotional, academic, and motor skills). During 
scheduled conference times (December and March), and at any other time during the school 
year, parents are encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas about how their child learns best. 
Teachers are open to parents' suggestions and will work as a team to find a solution if there is 
disagreement. Teachers and staff pride themselves on their professionalism and respectful 
relationships with children and parents. 
The Nashoba Regional School District offers bilingual assistance to parents and children who 
speak English as a second language. Information about a child's progress will be presented in a 
language understood by the family. 
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The Nashoba Regional School District special needs team includes: speech therapists, 
occupational therapists, physical therapists and counselors who can address the special needs 
of children. Teachers and parents may recommend a child for an evaluation if they have 
concerns. A team consisting of parents and teachers will convene to discuss evaluation results 
and write an educational plan if the child qualifies for special needs services. Consult the school 
handbook for more information concerning school records.  

School Transitions 

Mary Rowlandson Kindergarten Staff recognizes that transition activities are essential in helping 
children move from home or Pre-K to our Kindergarten setting. Various activities are planned to 
build connections between home and school. An orientation meeting giving an overview of our 
kindergarten program is offered for parents one evening in April or May.  
Early in June, incoming kindergarten students are invited to spend some time with their teacher 
in their new kindergarten classroom. Children are given a transition kit to take home with them 
as they leave. An invitation is issued to visit the school during the annual school Lawn Party. 
Over the summer, students receive a note or card from their kindergarten teacher to strengthen 
the connection between teacher and child. A final transition is the staggered entry into 
kindergarten on the first two days of school. Students attend an abbreviated school day with 
their parents before attending a regular school day on their own.  

When children have finished their kindergarten year, they are transitioned to grade one with a 
"Move-up Day". Half-day Kindergarten students are given the opportunity to attend school for a 
full day session on "Move-up Day". First grade teachers send a welcome letter to entering first 
graders before the start of school.



 8

 
Kindergarten Program Options 

Mary Rowlandson offers both half-day and full-day kindergarten I options for children. Those 
who choose the full-day option will be entered in a lottery and assigned an entry number. In an 
attempt to maintain an even class distribution of gender, girls and boys are numbered 
separately. In the event that there are more children than places available in the program, 
children will be placed on a waiting list. As places become available due to withdrawal, the next 
name on the waiting list is notified and offered the opportunity to attend full day.  
The full day kindergarten is a tuition- based program. A sliding scale is implemented for those 
who qualify. Information regarding full and half-day kindergarten and tuition is mailed to parents 
of incoming kindergarten students listed on the towns' census.  
Additional information may be obtained by contacting the school office or the Nashoba Regional 
School District Central Office.  

Surveys 

Nashoba Regional School District strives to provide a high quality I program. We welcome 
comments and suggestions from parents to assist us in making changes to improve our 
program. A yearly program evaluation will be sent home to parents in May. The information 
received will be reviewed, compiled and shared with parents. The comments given by parents 
are not viewed as criticisms, but rather an opportunity for reflection and improvement.  

 

Further Questions or Concerns 

Should parents or guardians have any further questions or concerns, they are encouraged to 
first speak directly with the classroom teacher. In some cases, questions and concerns may be 
directed to the principal, so that they can be addressed and effectively resolved.  
The principal is an effective leader who maintains an open door policy and is always willing to 
speak with parents.  
 


